ACCESSIBLE BRIDGE SERVICES INC.
Community Transport for Northern Sydney
Regional Transport Co-ordination Office

POPULATION PROFILE OF THE ABS REGION

1. THE ABS REGION

Accessible Bridge Services Inc. (ABS) is a regional community transport organisation
covering the 11 local government areas across the Northern Sydney region i from
the Harbour to the Hawkesbury.

ABS members currently include the following services:
1 Ryde Hunters Hill Community Transport Association;
1 Hornsby Ku-ring-gai Community Aged/Disabled Transport Service Inc;
1 Lower North Shore Community Transport
1 Mosman Council Community Transport;
1 Manly Warringah Pittwater Community Transport; and

1 Manly Warringah Pittwater Community Aid.

The Local Government Areas (LGAS) covered by these organisations are shown in
Table 1 and Figure 1. These projects are funded primarily to provide transport to
Home and Community Care (HACC) clients who live in these LGAs. Transport is
provided for activities within these areas as well as to other key destinations,
particularly medical services, outside the ABS region. A small amount of funding is
also available through the NSW Ministry of Transport Community Transport Program
(CTP) to provide services for non-HACC clients who are deemed to be transport
disadvantaged.

Table 1. ABS Community Transport Projects and LGAs covered.

Community Transport Project Local Government Areas
Hornsby Ku-ring-gai Community Hornsby
Aged/Disabled Transport Service . .

Ku-ring-gai
Lower North Shore Community Transport Lane Cove
North Sydney
Willoughby
Mosman Community Transport Mosman
Manly Warringah Pittwater Community Manly
Transport Warringah
Manly Warringah Pittwater Community Aid .
(Individual Transport) Pittwater
Ryde Hunters Hill Community Transport Ryde
Hunters Hill




Figure 1. ABS Community Transport Projects and LGAs covered.
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2. THE ABS REGION POPULATION

The ABS population profile is summarised in Table 2 and comparisons of key
population characteristics with the Sydney metropolitan area (Sydney Statistical
Division) are shown in Table 3 and Figures 2, 3 and 4.

Table 2. Summary population statistics for the ABS Region
PERSON CHARACTERISTICS * Persons % of total persons
in Region

Males 370,720 48.4%
Females 395,506 51.6%
Total persons (excluding overseas visitors) 766,226 100.0%
Indigenous persons (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander) 1,876 0.2%
Non-indigenous persons 764,350 99.8%
Total persons (excluding overseas visitors) 766,226 100.0%
AGE * Persons % of total persons

in Region

Age groups:

0-4 years 46,324 6.0%
5-14 years 93,215 12.2%
15-24 years 97,231 12.7%
25-54 years 333,711 43.6%
55-64 years 85,527 11.2%
65 years and over 110,220 14.4%
Total persons (excluding overseas visitors) 766,229 100.0%
Median age of persons 39 -
COUNTRY OF BIRTH * Persons % of total persons

in Region

Australia 477,670 62.3%
Other 288,556 37.7%
Total persons (excluding overseas visitors) 766,226 100.0%

Top 10 other countries for selected region:

United Kingdom 50,466 6.6%0
China 21,408 2.8%
New Zealand 17,564 2.3%
Hong Kong 13,714 1.8%
South Africa 10,813 1.4%
Korea, Republic of 9,797 1.3%
India 9,155 1.2%
Italy 6,685 0.9%
Malaysia 6,164 0.8%
United States of America 6,051 0.8%
LANGUAGE SPOKEN AT HOME * Persons % of total persons
in Region
English only spoken at home 569,713 74.4%
Other 196,513 25.6%
Total persons (excluding overseas visitors) 766,226 100.0%

Top 10 other languages for selected region:

Cantonese 29,179 3.8%0
Mandarin 20,746 2.7%
Korean 10,753 1.4%
Italian 10,576 1.4%
Japanese 5,994 0.8%
Arabic 4,989 0.7%
Greek 4,567 0.6%
German 4,451 0.6%
Spanish 4,259 0.6%
Hindi 3,744 0.5%
CORE ACTIVITY NEED FOR ASSISTANCE(a) BY AGE ** Persons %o of total persons
by age group in
Region
0-4 years 310 0.7%
5-14 years 1,077 1.2%
15-19 years 488 1.0%
20-24 years 337 0.7%
25-34 years 786 0.7%
35-44 years 1,032 0.9%
45-54 years 1,357 1.3%
55-64 years 1,772 2.1%
65-74 years 2,422 4.7%
75-84 years 6,496 15.8%
85 years and over 7,678 42.8%
Total 23,755 3.1%

Notes to table:
(a) Sources: *2006 Census of Population and Housing Census QuickStats, ** 2006 Census of Population and
Housing: Cat.N0.2068.0. Data based on usual place of residence.
() The 6Core Activity Need for Assistanced variable has been dev
profound or severe disability. People with a profound or severe disability are defined as needing help or
assistance in one or more of the three core activity areas of self-care, mobility and communication because of a
disability, long term health condition (lasting six months or more) or old age.



Table 3. Key population characteristics - ABS Region and Sydney metropolitan region

ABS Region

Sydney metropolitan

region*
Proportion of males and
females: 48.2% 49.3%
Males 51.6% 50.7%
Females
P o oo €8
E]rOAF:JZrttriglri]aOf population born 62.3% 60.4%
English only spoken at home 74.4% 64.0%
Other main languages Chinese (Mandarin & Chinese (Mandarin &
spoken at home Cantonese) 6.5% Cantonese) 6.0%
Italian 1.4% Arabic 5.7%
Korean 1.4% Greek 1.9%
Japanese 0.8% Viethamese 1.8%
Arabic 0.7% Italian 1.7%
Greek 0.6% Spanish 1.1%
German 0.6% Hindi 0.9%
Korean 0.9%

*Source: Sydney Statistical Division, 2006 Census of Population and Housing, Basic Community Profile

A The total population of the ABS region is 766, 226 of which only 1,876
persons are indigenous (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders).

A Of the total population 48% (370,720) are male and 52% (395,506) are
female. This is a slightly higher proportion of females than males compared
with Sydney as a whole which has a distribution of 49% males and 51%

females.

A Of the total population 110,220 (14%) are over 65 years of age. The ABS
region has a population which has a higher proportion of elderly people than
the average for Sydney which has 12% of the population over 65 years of age.

Figure 2. Proportion of population over 65 years
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A The majority of the population (62%) of the ABS region was born in Australia.
This is slightly higher than for Sydney as a whole where 60% of the
population was born in Australia. Of the 38% of the ABS region population




that was not born in Australia, the main countries represented are the United
Kingdom (7%), China (3%) and New Zealand (2%).

An indication of the ethnicity of a region is also given by the data on

il amger spoken at homeo. For the ABS Region

they speak English only at home. This is a significantly higher proportion of
English speaking households than in Sydney as a whole where 64% of
persons report that they speak English only at home. However the 26% of
people in the ABS Region that report that they speak a language other than
English at home represents a population of almost 200,000 people.

Figure 3. Languages spoken at home
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In the ABS region the main other languages spoken are the Chinese
languages of Cantonese and Mandarin (6.5% of the total population) followed
by Italian (1.4%) and Korean (1.4%). The top 10 other languages as shown in
Table 2 account for 50% of the languages other than English which are
spoken at home in the ABS region.

For Sydney as a whole the Chinese languages are spoken at home by 6% of
people, Italian 1.7% and Korean 0.9%. The ABS Region shares a similar
language profile to Sydney as a whole with the exception of a lower
proportion of Vietnamese speaking households and a higher proportion of
German and Japanese speaking households. It is interesting to note that in
the ABS Region 50% of other languages are made up of many different
languages spoken by only very small proportions of the population.

Figure 4. Languages other than English spoken at home
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3. COMPARISON OF COMMUNITY TRANSPORT AREAS

The ABS region is made up of the Community Transport Project areas as shown in
Table 1. The population data for the areas covered by these projects is shown in

Table 4.

Table 4. Population profiles by Community Transport areas

Hornsby Lower Rvde Manly
Ku-ring- North Mosman y . Warringah
; Hunters Hill .
gai Shore Pittwater
Total Population 252,408 152,289 26,236 110,189 225,104
Indigenous 557 248 26 339 706
persons
Population 65 37,193 18,791 3,991 16,596 33,649
years and over (147%) |  (12.3%) | (15.2%) (15.1%) (14.9%)
Persons born in 160,356 85,598 16,323 62,677 152,716
Australia (63.5%) |  (56.2%) | (62.2%) (56.9%) (67.8%)
Persons born 92,052 66,691 9,913 47,512 72,388
overseas
(36.5%) (43.9%) (37.8%) (43.1%) (32.2%)
English only 190,586 105,338 21,687 66,381 185,721
spokenathome | 75500y | (69.206) | (82.7%) (60.2%) (82.5%)
Other language 61,822 46,951 4,549 43,808 39,383
spoken at home (245%) | (30.8%) | (17.3%) (39.8%) (17.5%)




A The largest region in terms of population is Hornsby Ku-ring-gai with 252,408
people, followed by Manly Warringah Pittwater with 225,104 people. (Figure
5). There is a very small indigenous population in each area.

Figure 5. Population of the ABS community transport areas
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A All areas have a population proportion over 65 years which is either the same
(as in LNSCT), or greater than that for Sydney as a whole (see Figure 6).
Around 15% of the population of the other 4 areas is over 65 years of age
compared with 12.3% for Sydney. Hornsby Ku-ring-gai has the highest elderly
population of 37,193, followed by Manly Warringah Pittwater with 33,649
people over 65 years (see Figure 7.)

Figure 6. Proportion of population over 65 years
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Figure 7. Population over 65 years
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A All ABS areas, with the exception of Ryde Hunters Hill, have a lower
proportion of households speaking a language other than English than for
Sydney as a whole (see Figure 8).

Figure 8. Proportion of population speaking a language other than English at home
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A Even so, there are sizable populations of people who speak a language other
than English at home in the ABS region. Figure 9 shows that the highest
number of households speaking a language other than English is in Hornsby
Ku-ring-gai (61,822), followed by Lower North Shore (46,951), Ryde Hunters
Hill (43,808) and Manly Warringah Pittwater (39,383).

Figure 9. Population speaking language other than English at home
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A The number of people speaking the top five languages other than English in
each area is shown in Table 5 and Figures 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14. The
Chinese languages are the most common in all areas followed by Korean and
Italian. Other languages with strong representation in each area are i Hindi in
Hornsby Ku-ring-gai, Japanese in Lower North Shore, Arabic in Ryde Hunters
Hill and German and French in Manly, Warringah Pittwater.



Table 5. Top five languages spoken at home

Hornsby Lower Mosman Ryde Manly

Language Ku-ring- North Hunters Hill Warringah
gai Shore Pittwater

Cantonese 12,519 7,365 233 7,083 1,980
Mandarin 7,540 5,189 5,966 1,884
Japanese 2,991 233
Korean 4,740 2,212 2,968
Hindi 1,960
Italian 1,931 1,427 221 3,299 3,698
German 235 1,574
French 188 1,208
Arabic 1,775
All other 33,132
languages

Figure 10. Hornsby Ku-ring-gai languages other than English spoken at home
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Figure 11. Lower North Shore languages other than English spoken at home
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Figure 12. Mosman languages other than English spoken at home

Figure 13. Ryde Hunters Hill languages other than English spoken at home

Figure 14. Manly Warringah Pittwater languages other than English spoken at home
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